this week, The Secret Admirer is: 
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 Aquarius- You may have 
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to work to keep a recently 
opened channel of com- 
munication open this week. 
Someone close to you may 
try to withdraw inward. 


Pisces- Stay light and tackle 
all of the small chores that 
have gathered. Clean your 
room, wash your sheets, re- 
pot a plant, and you will be 
completely awash in joy. 


Aries- A saturated pleasure 
or intense feeling will flare up 
this week before slowly re- 
ceding to normal levels. Paint 
with. thick, bright strokes 
while you still have the paint. 


Taurus- You may be tempted 
towards. pulling at threads 
on a dark tapestry this week. 
There's an underhanded way 
to find success, and you're 


smart enough to pull it off. 
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Gemini- A person or a place 
will take on a new meaning 
to you this week. Don't be 
afraid to ask for what you 
need. You'll be surprised with 
the tide of sincere support. 


Cancer- It's a good time to 
line up finances and begin 
making long term plans. You 
have an inordinately clear 
concept of the future. Trust 
your predictions. 


Leo- Beware of taking risks 
this weekend. Secrets and 
mysterious stories are swirl- 
ing around. you like a shim- 
mering fog. You-have no ex- 
cuse to be bored. 


Virgo- You may feel as 
though your energy has 
been at an ebb tide. Well this 
is the week that the forces 
that be flow back into your 
body. Wake up and live! 


Libra- This week is an upend- 
ed toybox of small flirty con- 
versations and pleasant mo- 
ments. Pass through. lightl 
with a smile on your lips. Col- 
lect some lovely memories. 


Scorpio- There's a small, 
loose trap floating nearby. 
Be careful about slipping 
into autopilot, and don't 
drive over the speed limit. It's 
nothing you can't handle. 


Sagittarius- Your intellect 
and ability to understand 
and weave analogies is at a 
high point this week. Explore 
deeper understandings with 
things you take for granted. 


Capricorn- A slight shift in 
perspective will work won- 
ders on your mood. Hold on 
to the things that inspire you 
and bring you joy. Remem- 
ber how to be happy. 


ATILLT, 


Out and About 
with David Otter 


Hey there! Sorry about missing last 
week’s issue. No good reason. Some- 
times I'm just sad and don’t do things 
I'm supposed to do. My email box is 
boiling over with frantic letters. I’m 
bad at email. 


One thing | did do was | took a 
pretty large amount of acid in the 
woods of Maine. Then | swam out 
to a floating dock on a placid lake 
and rocked back and forth for a few 
hours while the day turned to a fiery 
dusk. Then | went to a little dry goods 
store and ate an enormous block of 
cheese. Then it was night time and 
the ground still kind of felt like it was 
rocking, like the dock, and | walked 
through a forest without shoes on. 
It was a moonless night and | was 
far enough away from cities to see 
the disk of the Milky Way. The cosmic 
winter sidewalk. The world was kind 
of purple. | couldn't see the ground. 
| was walking very quietly. That’s one 
of my favorite things to do: walk qui- 
etly in the woods at night. | snuck 


up on some ducks and gave them a 
scare. The stars were spinning and 
shifting through all the colors of their 
spectrum, forming new constella- 
tions and then breaking apart, tell- 
ing stories | could only just barely 
not understand. Everything was alive 
around me. The trees were breathing 
with an enormous, gentle wind. New 
England is always windy. | grew up in 
New Hampshire and | think the wind 
is what | miss the most. It’s a constant, 
energizing presence. A cleanliness in 
the air. A forever rustling through ev- 
ery summer. 


It was nice to not make an Admirer 
last week. It’s liberating to remember 
that | don't really need to do this, that 
it isn’t a prison sentence. So bear with 
me now and then when | skip a week. 
It’s entirely necessary for quality con- 
trol. | like this issue much more than 
the preceding one. My only regret 
is that the garbage issue was on the 
shelf for two whole weeks. It’s go- 
ing to feel profoundly satisfying to 
replace it with this one. I’m looking 
forward to delivering this. I’m excited 
to jump back in to the routine. | am 
recharged. 


x 


TC, 


howling at you 
whenever 


A lock of hair from someone 
who doesn't talk to you any- 
more, an oversized key to an 
unknown lock found on a 
cemetery wall in France, the 
title page of a book that you 
didn't like, but that was giv- 
en to you by someone you 


like very much. 


A careworn 
cardboard box 
of dominos 
from a great 
grandmother 
that you never 
met, wrapped in 
crumbling silk 
and bound with 
a white ribbon. 


The expensive 


A pink 
sheet of 
tissue pa- 
per, many 
times 
creased, 
that once 
contained 
a gift that 
you've 
lost. 


tools and 


books you bought in a fit of 
productive inspiration to do 
the thing but that you have 
neglected ever since, but that 
still contain the loose, wig- 
gling thread of potential that 
keeps you up at night mak- 
ing plans and writing notes to 


yourself. 


The box of books that you've 
already read but that you like 
to keep to lend to people. 
The art on your walls that has 
become white noise to you 
but that you like showing to 
guests. The extra guest mat- 
tress in the basement. 


Stones from Khe woods stones the seq 


A large brown envelope with all of 
your baby teeth, a diploma from 
graduating middle school, your 
first journal detailing your first 
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That one collec- 

tion or hobby that 
consumed you for 
years but that you 
can no longer ac- 


heart aches, and the letters from 


your first pen pal cess in any signifi- 


cant way, pushed 
to the back of the 


The secret stuff hid- The 

den in the back of the fortune aera ll 
secret drawer that cookie a but alwavé 
you only take out by ribbons than echo of 
candlelight, when that you accomplishment 
no one is around, collected and the fleeting 
and the lingering, di- while that pride of a young- 


minishing hope that one person 
one day you'll meet was still 
someone with whom _ around. 
you can share it. 


er, simpler you. 


Half of a jaw from 
a fox skeleton that 


Astackof i you found with 
seven red BROT your best friend 
rectangular in ninth grade, 
handi snack you bleached, all of 
sticks bound can the teeth in tact, 
with a dry in a blue wooden 
rotted rubber [ely box. Its twin rests 
band that [Cfye) on their book- 


you found on 
that one day. 


one box 


shelf, far away and 
long ago. 


Compact disks containing 
music that you don't like any- 
more, that you don't have a 
way of playing anymore, that 
you keep because they were 
gifts from the people that 
made them, and_ touching 
them transports you. 


Charge cables for 
devices you no longer 
own, just in case. Bike 

parts for bikes that you 
no longer own, just in 
case. Strings for instru- 
ments you no longer 
own, just in case. 


A journal 1/4 filled with entries from a dead friend, the 
pages yellow with weather, the scent in the binding an 
ever-dwindling reminder of their sweat, their breath. 


A jar of sea glass 
that you've been 
gathering for your 
entire life, mostly 
green and white 
but also some blue 
and brown, and 
even a few pieces 
of deepest red, all 
as smooth and vast 
as the ocean. 


Your cell phone, 
with all of the text 
messages and pho- 
tos you've gathered 
over the past few 
years of your life, a 
digital junk drawer. 


A bank statement printed from 
an ATM detailing that one time 
you went off the rails and dis- 
appeared for a few months, re- 
counting all of the purchases 
that you made across the un- 
known, every bottle of obliter- 
ating liquor, every cup of coffee 
in every city, withdrawals to buy 
drugs and musical instruments, 
the overdrafts from when you 
stopped paying attention to 
numbers, the small deposits 
when you started making mon- 
ey in regrettable ways, a diary 
told in cold money language on 
a crinkled yellow ribbon from a 
raw and brilliant time. 


holly firesheets 


cummask.tumblr.com 
insta: cum.mask 


WG, Local Crafts 
VEX nh te 


: UNIQUE WarRES By 
Empe vUtitt CREATIVE MAKERS 
EST PHILADELPHIA 


5009 BALTIMORE AVENUE 
215.471.7700 VIXEMPORIUM.COM 


Hey Turtle, how'd 
you like to take 
10% off? 


Just enter the code TURTLE” 
at RELOADBAGS.com 
and get 10% OFF your 
ENTIRE ORDER! 


Eo 


_MUSTAR 


) SEED FILM FES 


e ape obey = 


www.cleanair.org/clean-air-commute-awards 
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PERIOD PALS 


is back! 


So send in your menstrual-themed haiku to 
Wendy Otter at cornfairy@gmail.com 


Open to all folks. Printed anonymously in the 
Admirer every fourth or fifth week. Send in as 
many as you like. 


‘cause menstruation ain't taboo! 
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oy Oprrits 

guciears aeiller of Whiskey, Gin, Rum, Liqueur, Brandy 


2440 Frankford Ave. Philadelphia - 257-825-4590 
RowhouseSpirits.us 


Open for retail sales Thurs-Sat: Noon-6:00pm 


BookingEL@yahoo.com 
1356 N Front St - Fishtown 


In the Woods 

gal- | wish masturbating was as en- 
joyable as going to the Disney Store as 
a kid. 


Amber St Studios 
person- It was black shit. It smelled 
like death; it came out of my ass! 


Fishtown 
guy in a suit on a cell phone- But 
what about profits? 


2 & Market 
teens on bikes chasing a Duckboat- 
YO, QUACK THIS DICK! (pops wheelie) 


Manny Brown's 

(Experian commercial plays) 

gal 1- Ugh, fuck Experian. They ru- 
ined my credit. 

gal 2- Yeah, well marriage ruined my 
credit. 

gal 3- Yes! Me too! I'll never get mar- 
ried again! 


gal 2- My credit is one big smelly va- + 


gina thanks to that bitch! 
kk kkk 


@ Agroup of sea cucumbers is offi- 
cially known as a pickle. @ There's a 
latent amount of Marijuana smoke 
in any air samples taken from 
Rome, Bologna, Florence, Milan, 
Naples, Palermo, Turin, and Verona. 
@ When Hippos go into fight or 
flight mode, their sweat turns red. 
@ Human saliva has a boiling point 
three times greater than that of wa- 
ter. @ The average person produces 
1 claw foot tub's worth of saliva per 
year. @ The inventor of the frisbee 
stipulated in his will that upon his 
death, he be cremated and turned 


into a frisbee. @ If Pinocchio says, 
"My nose will grow now." nobod 


* text 603 203 4766 


East Passyunk Ave 
gal- Dude, | can down a bottle of beer 
in like, 5 minutes. 


Around Town 
gal- I've lost so many kazoos this 
weekend! 


South St 

gal- The Pope said if you injure your 
balls it's, like, and act against god and 
asin. 

guy- My god, Hell is filled with people 
from America's Funniest Home Videos. 


Satellite Cafe 

guy- Oh | got a rock tumbler, so if you 
need your gems polished, | can help 
you out. 

gal- Woah, really? | just got a rock 
tumbler too. So, | can polish my own 
gems. 

guy- I'm gonna make sea glass. 

gal- That feels like cheating. 


""| Put our #in your phone! , 
send in the good bits: * : 
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it's wacky facts. 

2), @@@@@@EEC@ 
knows what will happen. @ An 
adult eagle can kill and fly away 
with a small deer. @ Once, a polar 
bear ate 86 penguins in one sitting. 
@ An atomic bomb exploding is 
equal to the energy contained ina 
continuous fart that lasts for 6 years 
and 9 months. @ It is impossible to 
snore and dream at the same time. 
@ 50% of the population in Ugan- 
da is under 15 years old. @ The first 
hot air balloon's first voyage was 
test piloted by a sheep, a duck and 
a rooster. @ Hitler's mother sought 
an abortion, but was talked out of it 
by her doctor. @ 


@QEross 
1. Assumed a position 
6. Option keys 
10. From where an orator orates 
14. Large and accommodating 
15. A sudden, violent seizure of power 


1. A Maori weapon 

2. Sign of things to come 

3. Crappy, unwanted email 

4. If not 

5. Cousin of the horsefly 

6. Strong and bitter 

7. How is a cat like a bread? 

8. Ballet skirt 

9. A skill that has become all but obsolete 
10. Easy to dislike 


16. The center of every RED DOG 

17. Separate tangled strands of hair 

18. Assign a certain standard quality 

19. Highly sought attribute in Tinder guys 
20. Harsh and relentless 11. Evolve to survive 

22. Blunted fencing sword 12. Moves about aimlessly 

23. Supplied with necessary material 13. Farthest part of you from your head 


24. Drifts slowly off course 21. This word is the spelling of its first letter 
26. Independant and part of a larger whole 25. Traveler's respite from the road 

30. A finite period of work of imprisonment 26. What a Vulcan can do with your mind 
32. Classic material for minor piano keys 27. My favorite woodwind instrument 


33. 3 cornered lead sail on a yacht 28.Aterriblefate 
37. Ouroboros, or Samsara 29. What stones look like pre-rock tumbler 


38 In debtto 30. Flavor complexifyer 


: 31. Relatively small 
39.A fashionable young dandy Be Themuioncime 
40. What we think we have in the US 34. The innermost stronghold of a castle 
42. Give official endorsement 35. Leisure 
43. Butt-expanding exercise 36. A dishonest plan 
44. Portable conical tent 38. A decorative jewel 
45. Anagram of ARAIN 41. Wild, aggressive dog 
47. On South St, there’s a tattooed one 42. Pleasantly lost in thought or daydream 
A8. Buddies 44. Usually the one who penetrates 
49. Influence someone to your own ends 45: Relating to where you were born 
56. Joined the Union in 1896 46. gs to the eas a 
57. The love that Aros claim to not feel - Early smsehialnye, gnost (Oe oe 
; . Present in “farmstead” style juice 

58. To make something more palatable : : ' 
Bo dlinsblet Ik i . Like, a spot or a location, or something 

: WE & pave feline an ; 51.1 letter different than 60 ACROSS 
60. This guy’s eye goes into witch’s brew 


. A doozy! 
61. ELEMI - can’t think of a good clue 53. What time did to the thing 
62. Trudge along 


54. Do this to 41 ACROSS for a good dog 
63. Inks on your skin 55. This temple is a rad West Philly 
“A 64. Just like, some guys music venue 
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Home Goods Art Furniture Fashion 


eS SESS SO TEC TIT ENTS TTT ATES 


410 Fitzwater St 
Queen Village 


wed - sat--- 
=| 
sunday--- 


si |=5 (267) 281-4228 


A foster home provides a safe, loving environment 
for a cat to live while he or she waits tor a permanent home. 


More foster homes = More cats saved! 


Please contact projectmeowfosters@gmail.com to learn more! 
Thanks! 


Think you have the right stuff to be a foster parent for a 
needy cat or kitten? You won't know until you ask ... 


LAST 


1- How many stories were in each World Trade Center building? 
2- What is the busiest airport in the world? 
3- What was the last of the lower 48 states to join the Union? 
4- In Romeo & Juliette, how old is Juliette? 
5- What does someone with bruxisms grind? 
ANSWERS ON BACK 


